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MY REVEREND BRETHREN, BS 


IHE aſtoniſhing events, which have taken place in a 
neighbouring kingdom ſince J laſt addrefled you, and 

the general alarm which lately exiſted in this country, can- 
not but have attracted your notice. Our deareſt intereſts, 
as men and as Chriſtians, were brought into conſiderable dan- 
ger: and though that danger was, through the Providence of 
| God, happily averted ; yet the preſent ſtate of public affairs 
is ſuch, as to engage the anxious attention of every .one 
1 4 N 1 who 


Dark 


. who * a juſt regard for the internal Tous, and eſtabliſhed 
Religion, of his country. 


Tux exertions of the Parochial Clergy are always of great 
importance to the welfare of the community : but your care 
and diligence will be in the higheſt degree uſeful at the pre- 


ſent critical and eventful period. As it is your general | 
office to inſtruct the people committed to your charge in 


every branch of their duty, ſo you are more eſpecially 
called upon to caution them againſt the follies and faults 
which the circumſtances of the times render moſt to be 
dreaded, againſt © thoſg ſins which do moſt eaſily beſet 
% them *,” I feel it therefore incumbent upon me, to ſub- 
mit to you ſuch obſervations, as naturally reſult from com- 
paring preſent occurrences with the hiſtory of former times, 
from endeavouring to trace the dangers with which we have 
been threatened to their primary cauſe, and from eſtimating 
the principles from which they have originated, Wc the 
infallible criterion of the Word of God. 


Tn E faculties with which the human ſpecies are endowed, 
and the wants to which they are liable, equally indicate that 
they were deſigned by their Creator for a ſtate of Society f: 

we may therefore juſtly denominate Society, the Ordinance 
of God. And as ſubordination of ranks is eſſential to the 


244. * Heb. XII. 1. 1 15781 10 341 + UL 8 
** Vide Wollaſton's Religion of is ſee. 8 | 
formation 
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formation and maintenance of Society, we may alſo eonfider | 


the different ſtations, which are to be found in every ctvil 


Society, as derived from the ſame Divine appointment. 


Nor would it be poſſible, that men ſhould continue united, 


without the eſtabliſhment of ſome ſpecies of political 


power *. It was the declaration of one of the moſt en- 


lightened of the Roman ſages, that without government, 


neither houſe, nor city, nor nati 


nor mankind, nor the 
world itſelf, could fubſift f. 228 


nde the Hoahen W that fubordinstion of 
ranks was eſſential to the exiſtence of Society, and that the 


coercion of laws was neceſſary to protect the innocent, and 
to defend the weak, they were convinced of the inadequacy 
of authority, merely human, for the complete accompliſh- 


ment of theſe great and important ends. They ſaw the 


neceſſity of a more powerful principle, to reſtrain the licen- 


tiouſneſs of the multitude, and to control thoſe vicious in- 


_ clinations which endanger public ſecurity. They obſerved, - 


that the minds of men were naturally diſpoſed to receive 


religious impreſſions ; and the moſt celebrated of the antient 
— Maes availed themſelves of this propenſity, to 


* Tor 1 yap AvxYRawy aN X@pis Ct dual move ArtST. Pol. Lib. vi. 
Cap. 8. Magiſtratibus autem opus eſt, ſine quorum nd og ac ON eſſe 


Civitas non poteſt. Cicero de Leg. Lib. iii. 

| + Nihil porrd tam aptum eſt ad jus conditionsmque Natura (quod cum 
dico, legem a me dici, nihil aliud, intelligi volo) quam Imperium; ſine quo 
nec domus ulla, nec civitas, nec gens, nec hominum univerſum genus ſtare, | 


nec rerum natura omnis, . Cir. ibidem. 
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whoſe protection they 


TY 


"IA reſpect for their laws, and to, Genes, obedience to the 
government which they eſtabliſhed *.. With this view they 


pretended to have intercourſe with 5 Deity, from whom 


they profeſſed to have received their laws t, and endea- 


voured to keep this perſuaſion alive, and through its means 
to ſtrengthen the bonds of civil union, by erecting temples, 
and inſtituting ceremonies, in honour of thoſe gods, under 
f * to place their political as well 
as religious rights, and whom they repreſented as the 
avengers and rewarders of human actions. And whoever 


is converſant with the remains of Grecian and Roman 
literature, cannot but know, that the ſame doctrines are 


inculcated, upon the ſame grounds, by authors of every 


denomination; by Poets, Orators, Hiſtorians, and Philoſo- 


phers. We learn, indeed, from the concurrent teſtimony | 


of the wiſe and experienced of every age and of every 


country, living under all the varied forms of political 
government, and judging from an intimate acquaintance 
with the tempers and diſpoſitions of mankind; that religious 
principles have ever been conſidered as indiſpenſably neeeſ- 


ſary for ſupporting the civil magiſtrate. in the execution of 
his affice, and for the general purpoſe of preſerving order 


and og pad in the State E 


* Ut quos ratio non poſſet, eos ae officium Religio duceret. Cic. de Nat. 5 
Deor. Lib. i. Sect. 2. 
«+ Vide Ryan' 8 Hiſtory of the Effects af Religion on Mankind, Se&, 1. 
1 Sit! igitur hoc jam principio perſuaſum civibus, Dominos eſſe omninm rerum 
ac moderatores Deos; — que gerantur, eorum geri ditione ac numine, 
„ — 


1 11 ] 
Tu learned Biſhop Warburton, in ſtating the opinions 
'of the antient Sages reſpecting the neceſſity of Religion to 
the well-being of Society, thus expreſſes himſelf: © They 


ce too,” ſays he, © as well as the lawgivers, were unanimous 
« in this point, how diſcordant ſoever and at variance 


« amongſt themſelves in other matters. Whatever ſyſtem . 


2 


of policy the Hiſtorian favoured; whatever theory of 


e nature the Philoſopher eſpouſed, this always remained 


e an unqueſtionable principle. The Favourer of arbitrary 
« Power deemed it the ſtrongeſt bond of blind obedience ; 
and the Friend of Civil Liberty, the largeſt ſource of virtue 
and of public ſpirit. The Atheiſt, from the vaſtneſs of its 
“ ſocial uſe, concluded Religion to be but an invention. of 
« State; and the Theiſt, from that confeſſed utility, laboured 
„to prove it of Divine original. To give the reader, 


eoſdẽmque optimè de genere humano mereri; et qualis quiſque ſit, quid agat, quid 
in ſe admittat, qua mente, qua pietate colat Religiones, intueri; piorümque et 
impiorum habere rationem: his enim rebus imbutæ mentes haud ſanè abhorre- 
bunt ab utili ac vera ſententia. Quid eſt enim verius, quam neminem eſſe 
oportere tam ſtulte arrogantem, ut in ſe rationem et mentem putet ineſſe, in 
cœlo mund6que non putet ? Aut ut ea, quæ vix ſumma ingenii ratione compre- 
hendat, nulla ratione moveri putet ? Quem verò aſtrorum ordines, quem dierum 
noctiũmque viciſſitudines, quem menſium temperatio, quemque ea, quæ gig- 
nuntur nobis ad fruendum, non gratum eſſe cogant; hunc hominem omnind 
numerari qui decet? Cümque omnia, quæ rationem habent, præſtent iis quz 
ſint rationis expertia, nefaſque ſit dicere, ullam rem preſtare nature omnium 
rerum; rationem ineſſe in ea confitendum eſt. Utiles autem eſſe has opiniones 
quis neget, cùm intelligat, quam multa firmentur jurejurando; quantæ ſaluti 
int foederum Religiones ; quam multos divini ſupplicii metus a ſcelere revo- 
carit; quamque ſan&a ſit ſocietas civium inter ipſos, Diis immortalibus inter- 


poſitis, tum judicibus tum teſtibus, C1c. de Leg. Lib. ii. Sect. 7. 


2 „„ continues 
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continues he, © a detail of the diſcourſes, where this truth | 
is owned and ſupported, would be to tranſcribe anti- 
* quity ; for with this begins and ends every thing they 


teach and . e of morals, government, human * 
IP and ov _ | 


Iv we ſearch the page of antiquity, or call to mind as 
tranſactions of later Periods ; if we look into the hiſtory of 
the whole human race, we ſhall in vain ſeek for a civiliſed 
nation, in which ſome notion of a Deity has not prevailed, | 
and in which the ruling powers, by whatever title they were 
diſtinguiſhed, have not been ſtudious to encourage ſome 
form of religious worſhip T. It was reſerved for the diſ- 
grace, and for the puniſhment, of the preſent times, to ſee 
the government of a populous and powerful kingdom 
uſurped by a ſet of men, who have publickly and deli- 
berately ſaid, There is no God; who have born teſtimony 
to their unbelief, by an avowal of principles truly con- 
genial with this impious declaration, by a long catalogue 
of crimes unparalleled in the annals of the world, 


Max is a religious, as well as a ſocial, creature ; and the 
Author of our exiſtence has fo blended theſe propetties of 


Div. Leg. B. 3. 

+ It was a frequent ſaying of Cromwell, © That no . government 
* could have a fure ſupport without a national church that adhered to it. 
Burnet's Summary of Affairs before the Reſtoration, prefixed to the — of 
WIRE TOR 


Our 


20.48 4 
our nature, and has ſo interwoven their reſpective duties, 
that the comforts of ſocial life cannot be ſecured without a ge- 
neral prevalence of Religion. What God has joined together, 


man cannot ſeparate without introducing confuſion and mi- 


ſery. © Religione ſublata, perturbatio vitz ſequitur, et magna 


* confuſio. Atque haud ſcio, an pietate adverſus Deos 
ſublataà, fides etiam, et ſocietas humani generis, et una 


« excellent ty virtus juſtitia, tellatur *.”—* Were it 


* not, ſays an eminent writer of our own country, “ for 


<« that ſenſe of virtue, which is principally preſerved, ſo 
4 far as it is preſerved, by national forms and habits of Reli- 
< gion, men would ſoon loſe it all, run wild, prey upon 
one another, and do whatever elſe the worlt "x ſavages 
4 do }.* | 


We might reaſonably have expected, that the cruel- 
ties and ſufferings experienced in France, would have excited 


univerſal deteſtation and terror; and by operating as a 


warning to the inhabitants of this country, would have 
made them all more gratefully ſenſible of the bleſſings they 
enjoy, and have filenced every ſpecies of murmur and diſ- 


content. But the example of that devoted kingdom, al- 
though it has called forth a very general expreſſion of 


attachment to our excellent conſtitution, and an active zeal 


in the __— of public tranquillity, yet has not produced 


. Cic. Js Nat. Deor. Lib. i. Sect. 2. 
© Wollaſton's Religion of Nature, Se&. 5. 
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i 
theſe effects to the extent which might have been wiſhed. | 
It is well known that the ſucceſs, which for ſome time 
attended the arms of the French, gave freſh vigour to the 
diſaffected amongſt us, and encouraged them to be more 


daring in their attempts to ſow the ſeeds of diſcord, 


and to weaken the ties of civil and religious obligation. 
Publications of the moſt alarming tendency have been 
_ eirculated with unwegzied induſtry, and every endeavour 


has been uſed, under the plauſible pretext of reform, to 
excite an ardour for licentious innovation, and to deſtroy 


every principle of political ſubordination. Not only the 
tenets and diſcipline of the Eſtabliſhed Church have been 
attacked with indecent aſperity, but all the leading doctrines 


of the Goſpel have been called in queſtion. The Divinity 


and Atonement of our Saviour, the Perſonality and Operation 
of the Holy Spirit, the Inſpiration of the Holy Scriptures, 


and the Expediency of Public Worſhip, have been ſeriouſly 


denied. And, ſuch is the connexion between licentious 
opinions upon Religion and upon Government, that thoſe, 


who have been moſt eager to rob Chriſtianity of all its 


valuable and diſcriminating ſanctions, have been the moſt. 


active in their endeavours to deſtroy thoſe diſtinctions, 
which are the baſis of civil authority. Our anceſtors of the 


laſt century had frequent opportunities of obſerving the 
cloſe alliance between Popery and Defpotiſm ; and we,. who. 


live at the end of the eighteenth century, have ſeen the 


Diſciples of Socinus amongſt the moſt zealous abettors of 
Republican Principles, ” FL 


THIS 


* 


1 

THIs union of religious and political ſentiments, in theſe 
two remarkable inſtances, will not excite much ſurpriſe in 
minds accuſtomed to mark the ſprings of human actions, 
and to trace the dependence and analogy ſubſiſting between 
the principles, which actuate the conduct, and influence the 
judgment of men, upon different occaſions. | Surely it may 
be expected that they, who, upon ſubjects of Religion, con- 
tend for an implicit ſubmiſſion to their eccleſiaſtical rulers, 
who refuſe the common people the liberty of conſulting the 
Scriptures, and who conſider their prieſts as veſted with the 
powers of indulgence and abſolution, ſhould be advocates 
for paſſive obedience to their civil governors. We here ſee 
the ſame blind ſubjection of the underſtanding, the ſame 
flaviſh compliance of the will, under the kindred yokes of 
tyranny and ſuperſtition. And, in like manner, we may 
expect, that they, who, denying the neceſſity of a pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice, preſumptuouſly lay claim to eternal 
happineſs upon the ground of their own merit; and who 
degrade the character of the Divine Jeſus into that of mere 
man, ſhould endeavour to deſtroy all ſuperiority in their 
fellow-creatures, and ſeek the gratification of their pride 
in the abolition of all worldly diſtinctions. The ſame 
captious and reſtleſs ſpirit, ' which leads men to cavil at 
the articles of our religious faith, and to reject the myſteries 


of the Goſpel, becauſe they ſurpaſs their comprehenſion, 


| cauſes them to be diſſatisfied with our civil conſtitution, and 
to repreſent its eſſential parts as uſeleſs and dangerous, becauſe 
they do not agree with their own imaginary ideas of. unat- 

Lo + tainable 


1 
tainable perfection. We here again obſerve the ſame temper 
of mind directed to different objects, a ſimilar error in judg- 
ing of the diſpenſations of God, and of the inſtitutions of 

men: and this natural alliance between certain opinions in 


matters of Church and State, can alone account for the events - 


of former 110 modern times. 


Wiz we NAN de wiſdom and juſtice of the mode- 
ration exerciſed towards thoſe who diſſent from our national 
faith, we cannot but lament, that the tolerating ſpirit of our 
government ſhould have been abuſed to this groſs and dan- 
gerous degree. We have ſeen men of cultivated minds, 
and of general decency of character, led aſtray by a vain 
philoſophy ; ; and, under the allowed freedom of diſcuſſion, 
_ propagating opinions inimical to the peace of ſociety, 
and ſubverſive of all Religion. Theſe ' inſtances, which 
cannot but give concern to every ſerious perſon, afford the 
ſtrongeſt proof of the vanity, and even miſchief, of all 
human acquirements, without the directing influence of a 
ſound faith. The moſt brilliant talents, the moſt improved 
underſtandings, if they do not act under the ſalutary guid- 


ance of religious e may become a curſe, n 8 


| 7 a as 


To writers of this deſcription we maſt aſcribe the original 
cauſe of the preſent diſorders in France. The Deiſtical 

- works, which have abounded for many years in that un- 
| happy 
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happy country, by weakening the authority of Revelation, 
and by ridiculing the idea of a Moral Governor of the 
world, and of reſponſibility in a future ſtate, gradually 
deſtroyed all ſenſe of religion, left the minds of the 
unwary without any protection againſt the inſidious arts of 
wicked and ambitious men, and prepared the way for thoſe 
ſcenes of devaſtation and blood, which have been the boaſt 
and triumph of theſe inhuman Atheiſts. This is the' real 
foundation of all that France has experienced, of all that 
England has feared. | 


Turk is one material difference between Popery and 
Proteſtantiſm, which I am willing to think furniſhes ſome 
ground for hope, that Engliſhmen can never be guilty of 
ſuch enormities as have been committed in France. It is 
among the maxims of Popery, by forbidding the reading 
of the Scriptures, and by performing the religious ſervices 
in an unknown language, to keep the lower ranks of man- 
kind in extreme ignorance: hence, their minds, enſlaved by 
a blind ſuperſtition, are peculiarly. liable to receive any 
evil impreſſions, and they become, in the hands of ill- 


deſigning men, fit inſtruments for the worſt of purpoſes. © 


But, can it be believed, that perſons, whoſe minds have 
been enlarged and improved by the mild and benevolent 
ſpirit of the Goſpel, who have been accuſtomed to join in 
the truly devout prayers of our admirable Liturgy, and who 
have imbibed a juſt ſenſe of their duty from the unerring 

D ] 


Word of God; can it be believed, that men brought up in 
theſe habits, and bleſſed with theſe advantages, will ever 
diveſt themſelves of the common feelings of humanity, ſet 
at defiance the Majeſty of Heaven, and trample upon all 
the ſacred e of morality and religion 3 


IT Axp here, let us gratefully acknowledge the 3 
of God in the ſeaſonable inſtitution of Sunday-ſchools, 
which ſeem mercifully deſigned as an antidote againft the 


prevailing temper of the times. This excellent mode of 


inſtruction claims, my Reverend Brethren, your eſpecial 


protection and eneouragement at the preſent moment, as | 
the means beſt calculated for diffuſing a general knowledge 


of the Scriptures among the inferior claſſes of ſociety, and 
for inſtilling into their minds juſt notions of their religious 
| duty. This is the moſt effectual method of preventing 
turbulence and diſcontent, and of ſecuring a due obedience 


to the civil magiſtrate. A good Chriſtian cannot be a bad 


Citizen. Whoever is ſincerely religious towards God from 


conſcience and principle, will alſo, from conſcience and 
principle, be loyal to his earthly ſovereign, obedient to the 
laws, and faithful to the government under which God has 


placed him. Though our Saviour's kingdom is not of this 


world, yet the Goſpel tends, in the higheſt degree, to pro- 


mote the peace and welfare of the community. Hzc 


© ® There was never found in any age of the world, either philoſophy, or r ſed, 
or Fn which did ſo highly exalt the * good, as the Chriſtian Faith. 
Lord Bacon. 


« eſt 


5 * 
{ 


9 ] 
* eſt Chriſtianiſmi regula, hæc illius exaQta definitio, hie 
| « vertex ſupra omnia eminens, publicz utilitati conſulere.“ 


There is ſtrong reaſon to believe, that of thoſe, who at 


the preſent moment hold unconſtitutional principles, and 
are diligent in exciting a diſcontented and factious ſpirit 
in the nation, a very large proportion are perſons, either 


totally deſtitute of religion, or whoſe ſentiments differ very 


widely from the doctrines and ins of the eſtabliſhed! 
church wer 


| ITis 2 poſſible, that any one ſhould ſo far miſtake: 


the meaning of what I have now ſaid, as to ſuppoſe that 


I wiſh to encourage political diſcuſſions in the pulpit, or 


that you ſhould take an active part in what are commonly 


called Party Politics : ſuch a conduct would be, in the 
higheſt degree, unworthy your character as Clergymen, and 
could not be reprobated with too great ſeverity. The pre-- 
ſent conteſt indeed is not, whether a greater or leſs degree 
of power ſhould be placed in any particular branch of the 
Legiſlature ; or whether this or that ſet of men be more 
worthy of the public confidence, The points now at iſſue 
are, whether there ſhall be any government, any order, 
any religion. While the enemies of our preſent and future 
peace are, with unremitting aſſiduity, endeavouring to per- 


* We find the following remarkable paſſage in Biſhop Burnet's Summary: 


« Many of the Republicans began to profeſs Deiſm ; and almoſt all of them were 


44 for deſtroying all clergymen, and for breaking "ny thing that looked like: 
0 r union of a National Church.” 


vert 
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vert the underſtandings and pollute the minds of alt who 
liſten to their wicked ſophiſtry, can it be the duty of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel of Truth and Purity, to view theſe 


impious attempts with unconcern and indifference ? Are we 


in ſilence to behold the ſubverſion of all government, 
the extinction of all religion? Are we not rather called 
upon, by every means in our power, to expoſe and coun- 
teract the pernicious tendency of theſe inſidious doctrines, 
Which, under the abuſed names of liberty, reaſon, and phi 


loſophy, ftrike at the fundamental principles of every thing 


Which has ever been eſteemed valuable and ſacred amongſt 
men, and inevitably lead to all the miſeries of anarchy and 
atheiſm? If our Saviour himſelf condeſcended to deliver 

this precept, © Render unto Cæſar the things that are 
<« Cæſar's ;“ if his inſpired Apoſtles commanded their fol- 
lowers © to be fubje& to principalities and powers, and to 
* obey magiſtrates , and to ſubmit themſelves to every or- 
„ dinance of man Þ, and earneſtly to contend for the faith 
* which was once delivered unto the ſaints ||;” ſurely it can- 
not be unbecoming the preſent diſpenſers of God' holy word, 
to explain to their hearers the religious grounds of civil obe- 
dience, and the duty of quiet ſubmiſſion to their lawful go- 
vernors ; and above all, it muſt be incumbent upon them, as 
the foundation of every hope, to uſe their beſt exertions for 
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the prefervation of our pure and excellent religion, Which 
they have engaged to teach and to defend. Chriſtianity teaches 
us, that its end is human happineſs; and“ having the 
* promiſe of the life which now is, as well as of that which 
« ig to come , it exhorts © that prayers and ſupplications 
be made for kings and all that are in authority, that we 
+ may lead a quiet and peaceable life its all godlineſs and 
* honeſty; for this is good and acceptable in the ſiglit of 
« God f.“ Let theſe clear and unequivocal precepts induce 
men to ſeareh the Scriptures ſtill farther, and they will find 

the general principles of the Goſpel in direct oppoſition to 
the ſyſtems of modern innovators. They will there learn, 
that God himſelf makes one man to differ from another; that 
the diſtinctions of high and low, rich and poor, are the ap- 
pointments of Divine Providence, and are made the ſources 
of various duties, the bonds of mutual affection. The Evan- 
gelical virtues of compaſſion, gratitude, and humility, can 
be practiſed only where there is a diverſity of ranks; and a 
contentious and turbulent ſpirit can never be reconciled with 
the Goſpel graces of gentleneſs, forbearance, and content- 
ment. Our Saviour not only forbade every ſpecies of injury 
and revenge, but required, as indiſpenſable, a meek and lowly 
mind, an active and univerſal benevolence. The viſionary 

ſchemes, which have been lately propagated, lead to tumult 
and diſſenſion; the voice of the Divine Jeſus invites to peace 
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and n the former hold out no reward but the pre- 
carious chance of a better worldly ſituation ; the latter pro- 
miſes the certainty of infinite and everlaſting. recompenſe *. 
Let the Infidels of France be deaf to ſuch conſiderations ; but 
may the Chriſtians of Great Britain, through your care and 
wiſdom, chooſe © that good part which ſhall not be taken 
from them f!“ and may God, who is the author of peace 
and lover of concord, make you the happy inſtruments of 
knitting together all orders of men. in unfeigned love and 
mutual confidence, and of ſecuring to them thoſe hopes and 
conſolations, wen: Religion alone can afford! 
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* Vide Man- s beſt Right, by the Rev. R. 222255 p. 23. 
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